
 

 

 

LICENSING FEES AND CHARGES 2026 - 2027 

Executive 
Summary 

A comprehensive review of licensing fees and charges 
for 2026–27 has been undertaken to ensure compliance 
with statutory cost-recovery requirements. The proposed 
changes aim to ensure fairness, transparency, and 
alignment with legal duties, with implementation 
delegated to officers from 1 April 2026. 

Options 
considered 
 

Postpone review to a later date. Postponement would be 
out of line with legislation. The Council is required to 
charge on a cost recovery basis. To ensure accuracy, a 
regular cost analysis is required. 
 
Percentage uplift. This approach does not take account 
of fluctuating costs and demand on each licence type. 
 

Consultation(s) Licensing fees and charges are set by Government or 
cost recovery; therefore, full consultation is not required.  
The Licensing Committee is a public meeting. Papers 
are publicly available online in advance of the meeting. 
Members of the public can attend the meeting. Fees will 
be published for at least 4 weeks before being 
introduced. 

Recommendations 
 

That the Licensing and Appeals Committee: 
1. Acknowledges the scrap metal fees, licensed 

vehicle and private hire operator fees to be 
approved by Cabinet. 

2. Agrees the revised Mobile Home Fees Policy 
3. Agrees the 2026-27 fees and charges, excluding 

those mentioned in recommendation 1. 
4. Recommends approval by Full Council. 
5. Delegate authority to officers to implement the 

revised fees from 1 April 2026. 

Reasons for 
recommendations 
 

Consistency and fairness in decision making 
Alignment with statutory obligations 
Cost recovery 

Background 
papers 
 

Institute of Licensing Street fees and charges training 
2025 
Local Government Miscellaneous Provisions Act 1982 
Licensing Act 2003 
Public Health Act 1936 
Licensing Activities Involving Animals (England) 
Regulations 2018 
Town Police Clauses Act 1847 
Local Government Miscellaneous Provisions Act 1976 
Breckland District Council fees and charges 
Great Yarmouth District Council fees and charges 
Norwich City Council fees and charges 
East Lindsey District Council Mobile Home Fees Policy 
South Norfolk and Broadland fees and charges 



 

 

 
 

Wards affected All 

Cabinet 
member(s) 

Councillor Callum Ringer 

Contact Officer Environmental and Leisure Business Support Manager 

 

Links to key documents: 
 

Corporate Plan:  
An environment for business to thrive in. 

 

Medium Term 
Financial Strategy 
(MTFS)  
  

The licensing fees and charges contribute to the 
overall budget-setting. Licensing fees are ringfenced to 
be reinvested in the licensing service. 

Council Policies & 
Strategies  

Mobile Home Fees Policy 

 

Corporate Governance: 
 

Is this a key decision
  

Yes 

Has the public 
interest test been 
applied 

 

Details of any 
previous decision(s) 
on this matter 

Licensing fees and charges form part of the budget 
proposals set before Full Council each year.  

 
1. Purpose of the report 

 

To present the updated Licensing fees and charges for 2026-27, following a 
comprehensive review in line with relevant legislation and statutory guidance. 
The proposed fees are set on a cost-recovery basis to ensure compliance 
with: 

• Local Government Miscellaneous Provisions Act 1982 

• Licensing Act 2003 

• Public Health Act 1936 

• Licensing Activities Involving Animals (England) Regulations 2018 

• Town Police Clauses Act 1847 

• Local Government Miscellaneous Provisions Act 1976 

 
  



 

 

2. Introduction & Background 

 

The review covers licensing-related fees under Environmental Health, 
including:  

• Taxi licensing 

• Animal licensing 

• Skin piercing 

• Sex establishment licensing 

• Street trading 

• Mobile Homes licensing 

 

Fees were re-calculated based on:  

• Officer time 

• Administrative costs 

• Training 

• Technical charges 

• Compliance monitoring costs 

• Inflation adjustments where applicable 

Some fees remain unchanged where set by central government (for example: 
alcohol premises licences, gambling permits, personal licences). 

Before fees can be introduced for mobile home licensing, a Mobile Home Fee 
Policy must be in place. The revised Mobile Home Fee Policy is circulated with 
this report.  

 

3. Financial and Resource Implications 

• Taxi licensing: significant adjustments to reflect actual costs (e.g., 
hackney carriage new licence reduced from £210 to £139.90). A surplus 
in the taxi licensing fund has been applied, which has significantly 
reduced some licence types. Costs are split over the number of licences 
received in the baseline year. The last full year statistics available are 
for 2024-25. 

• Street trading: consolidated under a single annual fee; redundant fees 
removed.  

• Sex establishment licences: updated for cost recovery; no licences 
issued in past 8+ years.  

• Animal licensing: cost recovery applied. Significant training is underway 
to meet an uplift in demand and to fill a national shortage of animal 
welfare-qualified officers. 

• Primate licensing: new legislation enforceable from April 2026.  



 

 

• Mobile homes licensing: cost-recovery applied. In the baseline year, a 
full-time caravan officer was employed to bring the caravan archive up 
to date in compliance. This project is ongoing on a scaled-back basis, 
within the licensing team, since the caravan officer role was removed 
from the establishment. 

 

Comments from the S151 Officer: 

The S151 Officer (or member of the Finance team on their behalf) 
will complete this section.  

The proposed fees have been reviewed and are in line with the council’s 
cost recovery requirements. No significant budget impact is anticipated, 
as licensing income is ringfenced within the service. The methodology 
appears reasonable and transparent, with annual reviews 
recommended to maintain compliance and financial balance. 

 

 

 

 

4. Legal Implications 

Fees are considered in line with legislation and guidance. Benchmarking 
was undertaken. It is acknowledged that cost recovery will be unique to 
each council, based on volume of work and charges to be met by each 
individual district. Most fees benchmarked comparatively against 
neighbouring and similar authorities. 

 

Comments from the Monitoring Officer 

The Monitoring Officer (or member of the Legal team on behalf of 
the MO) will complete this section. They will outline any legal advice 
provided. 

The licensing authority charges fees for its licensing functions, and 
reviews these fees as required. Caselaw details that fees must be 
proportionate to the cost of provision.  

 

 

 

 

5. Risks 

Legislation requires that Licensing Authorities establish fees on a cost 
recovery basis. In mitigation of risks, there should be a review of fees 
annually, to adjust for inflation and demand changes. 



 

 

• Business impact: Local businesses may view increases as a barrier, 
affecting relationships with the council.  

• Governance Risks: Some fees (such as Scrap Metal licensing) require 
Executive approval, not Licensing Committee. Incorrect governance 
route could invalidate decisions. 

• Transparency: Failure to clearly document cost-recovery methodology 
could lead to audit challenges. 

• Reputational Risks: Significant fee changes (especially reductions or 
increases) may attract negative media or stakeholder criticism. Relevant 
trades should reasonably expect fluctuation within district-set fees. 
Education and messaging would support this. The Licensing team will 
work with Communications to convey cost-recovery methodology. 

  



 

 

 
Appendix A: Schedule of fees and charges for 2026-27 (including statutory and discretionary fees). 
 

  



 

 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 


